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animd a praticars nuove ricerche nell Archivio di Vi 0
altri Archivi d'ltalia, ed a consultare gli Annali giappo-
nesi ¢ far indagini anche cold, per rintracciare quanta pitt
fosse possibile di memorie autentiche ¢ contemporance di quella
odialire Ambasciate che fossero da noi venute, durante il brove
periodo dal 1550 al 1638, iu cui il Giappone rimase aperto agli
Europei.

T di fatto, oltre a parcechi altri documenti relativia quella
Ambasciata del 1585, che era conoscinta, trovai tosto, nel nostro
o di Stato, documenti. velativi ad un'altra Ambasceria,
completamente ignorata, e venuta in Italia nel 1616, La
serie dei documenti di queste due Missioni andai in se
o anmentando, con ricerche fatte negli Arch
Roma, Firenze, Modena, Mantova & Genova, Fortuna.
che, appunto sulla five dol 1876, si ritrovassero a Sendai, nel
ppone (1) alcuni preziosi documenti & memorie
relative all' Ambasciata del 1610, e cosi potei meglio renders
compiuta la serie,

P palla staio i questi dopumenti, ¢ delle momorie contem- 5 72 ST
porane tanto di qui che del Giappove, apparisce evidente la
verith di queste due Missioni, che era stata messa in dubbio,
it dosi la prima dei Gesniti (2), ¢ [a s
i Francescani 3); perd risultauo ridotte al loro valore
portanza ¢ 1o scopo di esse, che erano stati esage:

volle

missionari ¢ dalle relazioni degli Olandesi.
ed a questi studi fui particolarmente
invitato da | ministro Iwakura, il quale mostrd appunto
I desiderio di aver copia di Tal documents, od accetto assal di
buon grado Ja min offerta di coordinare quanto avessi potuto
Jarglielo: cib che, per izin del
o di questo periodico, possa ora adempire o
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provinces enlevées & Morindono. Il rappela les missionnaires
a Firochima, devenue sa capitale, et s'attacha D, Jacques et
D. Paul de Boungo, chréliens exemplaires.

Morindono lni-méme, qui se trouvait réduit & deux pelites
provinces, et de qui les illusions idolatriques avaient été con-
fondues, ne se montra pas intolérant envers le missionnaire
d’Amangoutchi, sa nouvelle capitale : et Sachondono, sen
oncle, qui gouvernait en son absence, était plein de douceor.
Kingodono, qui obtint le Bigem, était entouré de serviteurs
chrétiens, et il prit de plus & son service D, Jean Amacousa- |
dono, I'un des chréiiens les plus zélés de 'empire.

Cambioindono, nouvean prince du Fingo, s'attacha les
héroiques défenseurs d’Outo, ainsi que les principaux servi-
teurs de D. Augustin,

Fufin, Daifousama témoignait une singuliére estime a D. 8i-
méon Cambioindono, pére de Cainocami, et ancien prince de
Bougem, 4 son [rére Soyemandono et anx seignenrs d’Arima et
d’Omonra, tous excellents chrétiens, de telle sorte que leur
faveur paraissait compenser dans l'esprit du souverain l'effet
produit par Pancienne hostilité du grand amiral.

D. Siméon était accouru & Coroume en Tehicoungo pour
sauver les missionnaires et dona Maxence avec ses enfants. Il
délivra de méme les missionnaires prisonniers dans Outo. A sa
priére, le prince de Fingo consentit & donner audience au Fr.
D. Martin de Fara, noua des relations amicales avec les reli-
gieux, et permit d’espérer qu'il donnerait bientot la liberté de
s'établir sur ses domaines,

Eufin D. Siméon s'offrit au P. Valignano pour étre le protec-
teur des missionnaires en la place de D. Augustin, et son cré-
dit Ini permit de rendre fréquemment d’éminents services.
Ses conseils et I'effet de 'adversité changérent enfin le cceur
de D. Constantin de Boungo, fils du vénérable D. Francois.
Ce prince venait d'élre fait prisonnier par D. Siméon, €t
celui-cl s'était montré plein de miséricorde a son égard. Cons-
tantin avait recu le baptéme dans son enfance, mais & cause de
absence de son pare, et de sa propre ignorance, il était re-
tournéau culte des idoles, Taicosama l'avait antrefois déposséde
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sen ministri Evangelicae praedicalionis sea Christi fideles N
hisima ot plectare . Quam quidem i Badem lex lata nowL

o T € . ) =
BVLLA u gubernatoris Meacensis, qui christianis favebat, dein. 0% quoscanqee _\7 7 HO
;olg;d'eoi mmhvil.tkniePhiI.ngppinindvmimlallngem i £ % O : 'g' ﬁ w yu =
. . 5 a se prohibil di in crucem s christianas
CANORIZRTIONES i Nangasachil jussit. Hoc mperatoris cdiclo aires so-  cais provshendan.
cletatis Jesu dimilii liberos oportebat; et ab corum quidem.
Meacensi domo statim remolae custodiae sunt. Verum

SANCTORYM MARTYRYM JUPONENSIVM
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Amaxay (7 <7 t«)

CAPTAIN JOHN SARIS TO JAPAN. 77

naturalls Mashma, and the lland afforesaid N.N.E. is
called Segue or Amaxay.! It lyeth E. by N. and W. by
S., with manye smalle Ilands and Rocks one the S.erne
side of them, and is distant from the Iland with the steepe

—t—RZE/T—2Z =M= =

pointe, which we did see the 8 daye, S.5.W. 12 leagues. = )R %/ / A '\ M=% l\ v %)R:H
i Vw4 e T

The wynd calme all night, yet we gott to the N.ward, as 19004 /-0 K7
we suppose by helpe of a Currant or tyde. Allowance s .

ik ¢ ot file e RFE/HET

Amakusa, crossing the mouth of the Straits of Arima, There he ﬁ%{t22.9cm><ﬁﬁ15.3cm

picked up a pilot, altered his course, and, leaving Nagasaki on his
starboard side, got safely into the roads at Kochi, whence he was
towed into harbour at Hirado,

‘What is the island which he descried in the bay to the eastward of
the hummocks lying north of the Koshiki group (his six great islands
on a rank N.E. and S.W. from the island he descried the nmight
before)? He describes it as a “hie land bering E., E, by S. and

E.S.E” The maps show no such island, but the hilly country ot —1| ) = —
belongi:lg to the province of Satsuma, ic'h has peaks as much as >3 /_t ) Z Li ’{ :F ) Z 0) = % % Fﬁ H
zn‘?_o = h‘ghr,t!-nay have se?meﬂ luhg:im anlnsla;nd as‘ e sailed along at

a distance of from twenty-five to thirty miles from the coast. = \ T A=} eS| S

If it was the hilly country of Satsuma that Saris saw, then the 7J =D ﬁ’D §z—\ 161 355'5 Lﬁ :FF' /\:tu %o —9‘——( (<
-[:gnclusinn v;mu]dd ?eKth;I‘lI Xima stands for XLmu, nt}le name by which #3535 BALA o .

e whole island of Kiushiu is constantly spoken of in the missionars 3 N =3 = = i
reports of that peried. If that be so, then perhaps Mashma is fu{* = ZK—( %Fﬁ & n<cu fe= ;@?ﬁﬁ+ S5EHIT &I
&Shm:g‘u{jglwmﬂ. a i & LoLABAESRE -

on Siel in his Reise nach Japan im Jakve 1823, p. 37, says = . — = F=>l =
that the Dutch navigators applied the name Maxima, -m';;{ 2umetiln:s %KJ? % BT BREL. ﬂi IR E 5 D u#a_[ dv

Mmuvg{a. to ahgrzup of four small islands (in E. Ilnn g. 128° 28, N. 1;(.

32" 3), of which the most northerly is properly called Takashima, the - _ =y =

most southerly Kusakaki, and the remaining two, which arc smaller, feot—UXBEDOMEBERARIZ. BEE XL
Oshima angf M:s]hima_ o Mashima (';\'(Tnshma) he considers to be a

corruption of the last. Oshima and Meshima, he adds, are known to § N B = —
B et it T Aot Taies D (Reys-Gheschrift ELTRAFXNENFARLT VD, AEIE.
van de Navigatien der Portugaloysers, Amsterdam, 1595, p. 83) says

that the island of Puloma [Ze., Mashima] or Meaxuma lies NRE

= = o 57—

and S.5.W. of the Goto Islands, ten to twelve leagues off, which U Z@ El EE% /r :\: U X @ El ﬁﬁﬂﬂ% / Z‘X I\
gugree; vdvitlha l!:!e IA:s’s Ears, hKl\;usf‘ns!ern, elmx;:ding to Siebold,

T identified the Koshiki group with Meshima or Mashma. _ NA=] - =~

"‘%Lgs %;'ﬁ I %}% % {% Xima is the l’nn:luusesc‘glpellmﬁlof s.&fmrr,’i’s]‘aind, i x —‘U— |\ ) b\ ﬁﬁ% L/ 71 ?‘E) 0) T % éo
N x In Linschoten's map Xima and Meaxuma are placed N. of “ Copequi,*
FAR DIE K which last looks Jike a corruption of Koshikh the group of I = - 5
islands due N. of Takashima. p;iut (BE e e e e Bl L—URIEFREABHIC.KEH (Ama Xay)
on seems to indicate that it was an important trading centre, E5¢S
! Amakusa is the name of a group consisting of two large islands THRBAEEEB KEZEREZSIFIETIENK

separated by a narrow strait and some small ones. The easternmost

of the two large islands is called Kami shima, the other Shimo shima.

The latter was, it would seem, called Xiqui in the * Cartas que os % 0) Eaﬁb\ 5 }E%E _5 n%o

Padres,” ete. (Evora, 1598), from a town named Shiki, near the point
on its N.W. coast.
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