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Summer 2015 Amakusa Student 2015 e sm o
Delegation Itinerary e
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Monday, August 3

7:30am Depart Amakusa by official car for Fukuoka Airport
0:00pm Arrive at Fukuoka Airport

2:20pm Depart Fukuoka by JL6234 for Kansai International Airport
3:25pm Arrive at Kansai International Airport

5:30pm Depart Kansai by JL60 for Los Angels Intl’ Airport

[ ~ the international date line ~ ]

0:20pm Arrive at Los Angeles Intl’ Airport
Depart for City Hall

3:30-4:00pm Delegation arrive at City Hall

4:00-4:30pm  Welcome reception(Poinsettia Room)

Meet host families, Host families take home
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Tuesday, August 4 -Meet the Mayor and Downtown Encinitas—

1:00pm-2:15pm City hall visit and meet the Mayor (casual dress)

2:30pm-4:45pm  Walking tour of downtown Encinitas, including Self
Realization Fellowship Meditation Gardens
Shopping at Hansen Surf, meet editor of Encinitas
Magazine and pick up copies, Boat Houses, Origina
School House, frozen yogurt/slurpees.

5pm - Host families pick up at City Hall
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Wednesday, August 5 -Train Ride to San Diego-

7:30am host families drop off at City Hall

7:58am Coaster train to downtown San Diego
(casual dress, bring a light jacket or sweatshirt)

8:45am Arrive Santa Fe Depot downtown San Diego

8:50am Walk and explore Embarcadero/Midway Carrier/Seaport Village
10:00am Check in for San Diego Seal Tours at Seaport Village
10:30am-12pm Seal Tour downtown San Diego and San Diego Bay

12:27pm Trolley to 0ld Town(10 minutes small train trip)

12:45pm Lunch in 0ld Town (Mexican food)

1:45-3:30pm Visit shops, take pictures, see historic 0ld Town San Dieg
3:51pm train to Encinitas

4:29pm train arrives in Encinitas

4:35pm- Host families take home
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Thursday, August 6 -Surfing and Horses—

9am host families drop off at City Hall

9:15am Surf lessons at Moonlight Beach (bathing suits)
12:00pm Lunch at In-N-Burger Encinitas

1:30pm Little Oaks Equestrian Park horse ride
3:30-4:30pm Coffee/tea at Pannikin Coffee

(host families pick up from there)



Friday, August 7 -Volleyball and Hike-

9am host families drop off at City Hall

10-11:30pm Beach volleyball clinic at Moonlight Beach

12:00pm Visit GoPro offices in Cardiff

12:30pm lunch at Besta Wan Pizza Cardiff

1:30-3:30pm Double Peak Park hike in San Marcos- views of all
of San Diego

4pm return to City Hall

Host families take home
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Saturday, August 8 -Japanese Festival and Sendoff-
Free day with host family

1:00pm - Japanese Festival at Library

3:00-3:30pm- Video Conference call with Encinitas/Amakusa Mayors,

delegates and families

3:30-6pm Free time with families

6:00-7:30pm- Pot Luck Dinner and party at Village Park clubhouse

Sunday, August 9 -Depart for Los Angeles and Amakusa-
9:00am After breakfast, Host families drop off at City Hall

9:30am Delegation leaves for Los Angels

Sightseeing after arrival at Los Angeles
(Universal Studios Hollywood, Little Tokyo etc.)

9:00pm Delegation arrives at Mayfair Hotel
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Monday, August 10

9:00am After breakfast at hotel transfer to Los Angeles Airport
(Buy a souvenir on the way to Airport)

11:45am Arrive at Los Angeles Intl" Airport

1:45pm Departing Los Angeles by JL61 for Narita
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Tuesday, August 11

4:55pm Arrive at Narita Intl" Airport

6:55pm Departing Narita by JL3057 for Fukuoka
8:55pm Arrive at Fukuoka Intl" Airport
9:40pm Depart on subway for hotel in Fukuoka
10:00pm Arrive at hotel
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Wednesday, August 12
10:00am Depart hoetel by official car for Amakusa City Holl
3:00pm Arrive at Amakusa City Holl
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Gota Kuwahata
English teacher
Ushibuka Junior High School

Amakusa

Sister City Educational Exchange Project
Report on the Student Delegation to Encinitas; Sister City of Amakusa

Introduction

Our sister city, Encinitas was a wonderful city. The weather was nice and the
town was so beautiful. The people there were always friendly and the period of this
program was a satisfying time and that was filled up with great meetings.

Until the day we left, I was very nervous, feeling that it was a big responsibility
to take six representative students from Amakusa to another country. However, when it
came to time to leave, I didn’t have to worry about it at all because all the students
behaved well the entire time of the workshop. They said about their own concrete aims
of this project and showed their preparations for it. Listening to them, I also determined
to carry out my responsibility during this trip. Thanks to the students’ positive behavior
and the hospitable welcome and cooperation of people in Encinitas, we had a very

precious experience.

1 About Encinitas

We arrived at the Encinitas City Hall after two hours driving from Los Angeles
Airport. On the way, students looked excited to see the scenery of the West Coast and
then fell asleep they were exhausted from our long trip. At the city hall, many people
welcomed us. Each of our host families held up a signboard which had our names
written on them. We were so excited to see them. In addition, we were so glad to see
that they welcomed us with big smiles. Before leaving Japan, we got a lecture by some
ALTs; Assistant Language Teachers who teaches English in Japan. They said to us,
“Don’t be surprised at American people. They are much more friendly than Japanese.”
I asked some students about the first impression later on. One of them told me that
the people were surprisingly friendly. Thanks to the wonderful meeting with them, we
got off to a good start of the days in Encinitas.

Some of the people who welcomed us had been in Amakusa as students or
chaperons of the delegation. Those people said to us, “Amakusa is a nice place,” or “I

want to visit Amakusa again.” Amakusa and Encinitas are far apart but I found that
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they felt like a neighboring town. I also found that people in Encinitas were tolerant
of “differences”. In Encinitas, we were “outsiders”, but they didn’t show us any

distances or barriers at all.

2 Activities in Encinitas
The people in charge of this program made a satisfying plan so that we could
have a great time, so we really enjoyed the seven days there. I would like to explain
those activities below.

« City tour... We walked around in the downtown of Encinitas and visited many places.
First we went to the Moon beach. Though it was a weekday, there were so many
people at the beach. And we surprised at the width of the beach. It was much bigger
than any beaches in Amakusa. Then we visited Original School House and learned
about the history of Encinitas there. In Swami garden, a very beautiful place, many
people were meditating and composing themselves. We also visited and enjoyed many
places.

+ San Diego tour... We arrived at San Diego after riding on a train for about 30
minutes. Students were surprised at seeing a lot of high buildings there. In the
morning, we enjoyed Amphibious boat tour of downtown San Diego and Bay. We saw
some seals and birds at the bay and also some Navy sites. After that, we went to the
Old Town. It’s a kind of parks reconstructed an old town of immigrants from Mexico.
We had Mexican food for lunch and enjoyed shopping there.

+ A horseback riding... We fed and brushed two horses. After that, students enjoyed a
horseback riding. They were not afraid of doing it and enjoyed that rare experience.

* Surfing... One of the activities that students had waited for a long time to do was
surfing. We were taught how to do it by the Instructors, and instantly tried it. For all
the students it was their first time, so they could not stand on the board at the
beginning, but gradually they progressed and they could handle it pretty well after
about 30 minutes.

+ Beach volleyball... There were 5 beach volleyball courts at the Moon beach. At first
we practiced beach volleyball under the instructor’s advice. Then, we played a game
against local boys and girls. Students really enjoyed it.
+Double peak park... The view from the hill was wonderful. From that place, we could
look over the whole of San Diego. Students took pictures of themselves posing in
many ways.

- Japanese festival... We met many Japanese people and saw many things.

Traditional Japanese songs were sung by a chorus group, and shakuhachi, koto, and
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Japanese dances were displayed there. And many Japanese books were introduced in
the library. In the end of the festival, we had a Video Conference between Amakusa
and Encinitas. Students talked with their families on a videophone. They looked shy
but they said, “I was happy to see their faces.” People at the hall also enjoyed the
conference.

+ Farewell party... We had a farewell party at Encinitas Community Park. Students
and their host families got together with some dishes. We enjoyed having delicious
food, talking and playing with balls. I felt that they made a good relationship through
the five days.

3 Students” growth

During the program, students’ expressions were lively. We experienced many
things outside of the things I showed above, and through all the activities, they
brought up themselves. Thanks to the kindness of host families, they spent really
good days. At first, they could hardly talk to their host family. However, friendly and
kind ness behavior of their host family made them relaxed and gradually the distance
between them got closer. When they left Encinitas, I heard that they said, “I want to
stay here,” and “I will surely come to Encinitas again.” Moreover throughout this
program, the relationship among the 6 students strengthened and they cooperated

and helped each other in many situations.

Conclusion

Our sister city, Encinitas, was a really nice city. We knew a few things about it
like geographic features until we were there, but we learned much more about it
throughout various kinds of activities. Beautiful scenery, rich nature and warm
people, everything we saw is a precious memory and taught us many things. People in
Encinitas think Amakusa is similar to it. We would like to show our surroundings
about the city and connect more tightly as a sister city. I hope both cities will have
more open relations from now. We need to act as a bridge between the cities.

I am thankful to many people that we had a great and precious time in
Encinitas. I would like to express my appreciation to all the people involved,

especially the city of Amakusa and the Amakusa Board of Education.
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