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[ Sister City Education Exchange Project J

Report on the Student Delegation to Encinitas
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Summer 2023 Amakusa Student Delegation Itinerary

2023 XEMREHHRE

Tuesday,
7:00am
11:00pm
0:55pm
2:40pm

5:00pm

July 25

Depart Amakusa by taxi for Fukuoka Airport
Arrive at Fukuoka Airport

Depart Fukuoka by JL314 for Haneda Airport
Arrive at Haneda Airport

Depart Haneda by JLO16 for Los Angels Intl’ Airport

[

~ the international date line ~ |

11:20am

3:30pm

Arrive at Los Angeles Intl’ Airport
Depart for City Hall

Delegation arrive at City Hall

4:00pm-4:30pm Brief Welcome reception

Meet host families, Host families take home
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Wednesday, July 26 -Meet the Mayor and Downtown Encinitas-

1:00pm-2:15pm City hall visit and

meet the Mayor and SDUHSD Superintendent

2:30pm-4:45pm Walking tour of downtown Encinitas

5:00pm

Moonlight Beach, Boat Houses
Public Art, Original School House,

frozen yogurt/boba tea

Host families pick up at City Hall

Thursday, July 27 -Surf and Turf-

9:00am
9:45am
12:00pm

1:30pm

host families drop off at City Hall
Horse ride at Sunland Ranch in Qlivenhain
Lunch at Fish 101 Restaurant

Surf lessons at Moonlight Beach

3:30pm-4:30pm Coffee/tea at Pannikin Coffee

(host families pick up from there)

Friday, July 28 -Bike and Hike-

9:00am
10:00am
11:00am
11:30am
1:00pm

host families drop off at City Hall
B-Cycle/Electra E-Bike tour of Coast
Visit/take photos at Cardiff Kook
Lunch at Besta Wan Pizza Cardiff

Return to B-Cycle/Electra Encinitas

1:30pm-3:30pm Double Peak Park Hike in San Marcos

4:30pm

(views of area)

Return to City Hall - Host families take home
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Saturday, July 29 -Free Day with Host Families—

Sunday, July 30 -Downtown Trip and Padres-

7:35am Meet at NCTD Transit Center

7:55am Coaster Train to San Diego

8:42am arriving Santa Fe Depot

9:00am-10:15am Walk Embarcadero and Seaport Village
10:30am Arrive Petco Park VIP entrance to go on-field

and meet Padres players at batting practice

1:10pm Padres Game vs. Texas Rangers

4:40pm Coaster to Encinitas arriving Encinitas
5:25pm arriving Encinitas

5:30pm Host families pick up from City Hall
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Monday, July 31 -Depart for Los Angeles and Amakusa-
9:00am Host families drop off at City Hall
9:30am Delegation leaves for Los Angels
Sightseeing after arrival at Los Angeles
(Santa Monica, Hollywood, Downtown etc.)

5:00pm Delegation arrives at Hotel at Los Angeles
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Tuesday, August 1

10:00am hotel transfer to Los Angeles Intl’ Airport
(Buy a souvenir on the way to Airport)
11:30am Arrive at Los Angeles Intl’ Airport

2:35pm Departing Los Angeles by JLO15 for Haneda Airport

Wednesday, August 2
5:35pm  Arrive at Haneda Airport
7:35pm Departing Haneda by NH2145 for Fukuoka Airport
9:35pm Arrive at Fukuoka Airport
9:50pm Depart on taxi for hotel in Fukuoka

10:00pm Arrive at hotel
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Thursday, August 3
10:00am Depart hotel by taxi for Amakusa City Holl

2:20pm  Arrive at Amakusa City Hall
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Naoto Hinokuma
Goshoura Junior High School

Amakusa

"After completing the sister city exchange program"”

1 Introduction

This year, I moved to Goshoura Junior High School, and in my first life on the island, 1 spent my
days surrounded by warm locals and rich nature. One day | was asked to join the sister city exchange
project as chaperone. Amakusa City (formerly Hondo City) and Encinitas have been sister cities since
1988, promoting various exchanges and expanding the circle of {riendship. This visit project was the
first visit to Encinitas in four years, partly due to the impact of the new coronavirus. Six students,
selected from among many applicants, visited Encinitas as representatives from Amakusa City. This

time, I will give an overview of the sister city exchange program

2 Local activities
[Day 1] Tuesday, July 25
<First meeting with host family>

After a 10-hour flight from Haneda to Los Angeles International Airport, we rode a van about 3
hours to Encinitas City Hall. The children looked tired due to the jet lag, but they regained their
energy when they saw the homestay families and the city hall people welcoming them with a

handmade banner and smiling faces.

[Day 2] Wednesday, July 26
<Visiting City Hall>
I visited the city hall in the afternoon and handed over a personal letter to the Mayor of Encinitas

after the welcome reception.

[Naoto Hinokuma Goshoura Junior High School Greeting Summary|
We visited from Amakusa City as a sister city exchange project. We were all looking forward to this
visit. 1 hope that this visit will lead to further development of friendly relations between Amakusa

City and Encinitas City.

[Summary of Tony Kranz's Mayor Encinitas Address]

1 am very happy to be able to participate in such an opportunity today. The relationship between
Encinitas City and Amakusa City has been going on for over 20 years, and we were able to welcome
6 children and 1 chaperone today because we have made efforts to continue the relationship. I am

grateful to the people who gave me this opportunity, and to the people who generously cooperated
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with me as a homestay host. The city of Encinitas prides itself on being a wonderful place full of
charm. During the week you will spend in Encinitas, you will be able to experience first-hand the
wonders of this town under the guidance of Nick Buck, who is in charge of the tour. I hope that this

relationship will continue and develop further.

[Rick Shea Former Mayor Encinitas Greeting Summary]

1 was able to start this exchange program when I was mayor at the time. [ am very happy that I can
continue to expand the circle of friendship in this way. I once visited Amakusa City (then Hondo City),
and [ remember that it was similar to Encinitas City, with its abundant nature and wonderful people.
1 hope that the children of Amakusa who visited this time will experience many things and contribute

to the further development of friendly relations.

<Encinitas city tour>
In the afternoon, we visited the center of Encinitas, visiting Moonlight Beach, Old School, and a cafe
called Geralt 101, under the guidance of Nick Buck of Encinitas City Hall, who acted as our local

guide.

[Day 3] Thursday, July 27

In the morning, I visited Sunland Ranch in Olivenhein. I was told that the horses on this farm are
native to Iceland, and although they are not as fast as thoroughbreds, they are calm and good at
running long distances. When I actually rode it, it was gentle and slow, but it shook more than 1
imagined, and I felt that I needed muscle strength to maintain my posture. Afterwards, he brushed,

petted, and took pictures with it.

<Surfing>

In the afternoon, we went to Moonlight Beach and experienced surfing. The weather was fine and the
temperature was warm, but due to the cold currents in the sea, the water temperature was low, so we
had to wear a wet suit. He received instruction from an instructor on how to stand on the board, and
tried it, but standing on the board was more difficult than he had imagined, and he lost his balance
many times and fell off the board many times. However, with practice, everyone was able to stand on

the board.

[Day 4] Friday, July 28

<Coastal electric bicycle tour>

1 rode an electric bicycle and cycled along the coast. In the last few years, bicycle lanes have been
built along the central roads of Encinitas, allowing people to cycle around the city. After taking a
safety course at Beycle, which operates an electric bicycle sharing business in Encinitas, I rode an

electric bicycle and went cycling. On the way, we took a commemorative photo in front of the statue
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of Cardiff Kook.

<Hiking at Double Peak>
We hiked Double Peak, the place with the highest altitude in San Diego. Contrary to the image of
Japanese mountains, there were not many trees and grass, and the road was red, with dry soil and

large rocks. The view of not only Encinitas city but also San Diego was spectacular.

[Day 5] Saturday, July 29

<A day with your host family>

The students deepened their exchanges with their host families by going fishing, boxing at the gym,
and going to an amusement park. My host family and I visited Cape La Jolla in the morning and Old
Town in the afternoon. Cape La Jolla is located along the coastline, which is attractive for its beautiful
scenery, and is also famous for its unique caves that have been eroded by waves. In addition, I was
able to see wild seals, fur seals, and pelicans.

In the afternoon, we visited a historical park called Old Town to see buildings and carriages from the

frontier era of the 1800s.

[Day 6] Sunday, July 30

<Watching baseball>

I visited to watch the San Diego Padres game at Petco Park. The CEO of the Padres lives in Encinitas,
and with the special consideration of those involved, I had the opportunity to go down to the ground
and interact with the players before the game. I didn't tell the children about this until just before,
and they seemed very shocked because it was a big surprise. The Padres won the match as well,

ending their last activity in the city of Encitas without letting up in excitement.

[Day 7] Monday, July 31

<Sightseeing in Los Angeles>

It was a farewell to my host family who took care of me for a week. Despite the language barrier, the
children were reluctant to say goodbye to their host families, with whom they worked hard to
communicate and deepen their friendships. After that, we visited Santa Monica, Chinese Theater,

Hollywood, etc., and checked into a hotel in Little Tokyo.

[Day 8] Tuesday, August 1

<Departure from Los Angeles>

1 left the hotel where I stayed and headed for Los Angeles International Airport. It took about 11
hours to arrive at Haneda Airport. Due to flight delays, I arrived in Japan at 17:35 on August 2
(Wednesday).
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[Day 9] Wednesday, August 2
<From Haneda to Fukuoka>
Since we were departing from Haneda at 19:40, we hurriedly moved from the international terminal
to the domestic terminal, checked in our baggage again, and took the final flight to Fukuoka Airport,

where we stayed at a hotel near Hakata Station.

[Day 10] Thursday, August 3

<From Fukuoka to Amakusa>

We left the hotel at 10:00 am and headed for Amakusa. The children seemed to enjoy talking with
each other on the way back, and when they stopped by SA, they enjoyed buying various foods. When

I arrived at Amakusa City Hall, the parents, teachers, and city hall staff were there to pick us up.

Conclusion

This time, I visited Encinitas City and stayed there for 7 plus travel time, totaling 10 days. Thanks
to the people involved in Encinitas City and Amakusa City, it was a fulfilling trip. I was able to deepen
exchanges with many people in various ways. Especially living with my host family was a very
meaningful time. Even though they were unable to visit due to the novel coronavirus, they have
deepened their ties under restrictions, such as conducting online exchanges between schools in both
cities. [ am truly happy and grateful to have been able to participate in this visit for the first time in
four years. Finally, I would like to express my heartfelt gratitude to the people involved in both cities

who helped us with the preparations and on-site guidance for this sister city exchange project.
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